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Greetings for this wondrous 80" Year Celebration.

We would like to share a short message from Resonate Global Mission representatives:

Rev. Zachary King, General Secretary of CRCNA

Rev. Rich Sytsma, Former Missionary CRIM

Rev. Jeong Gho, Current Missionary CRIM

Zachary King Greetings

Brothers and sisters of the Reformed
Church in Japan. My name is Zachary King,

and I serve as the General Secretary of the

Christian Reformed Church in North America.

And it's my special privilege to bring you
greetings and congratulations on behalf of our
950 Christian Reformed churches in the
United States, North America, and several
other places around the world. It's exciting to
see the way God has worked through the 80
years of the history of your church and of the
connection that we've had through the
Christian Reformed Japanese Ministry.
Through Christian Reform World Missions

and Resonate Global Mission, I've had the

privilege of worshiping and preaching in
several of your congregations and attending
your general assembly. And, in fact, one of
our former missionaries back in the 50s, Ed
and Fran Van Bock, married my wife and I
before we served in missions as well. So, we
are part of your story. And we wish you
congratulations on this wonderful occasion.
And we pray that God will continue to
support your denomination, your churches,
through raising up new leaders, through
helping you through the Holy Spirit to
establish church plants and allowing the
gospel to be proclaimed in your country.

Thank you and we wish you blessings.



Rich Sytsma

We praise God for 80 years of blessing on
the RCJ. We thank him that the CRJM has had
the privilege of serving side-by-side with the
RCI the last 75 years. Two anniversaries: the
RCJ’s 80th anniversary and the 75th
anniversary of RCJ-CRIM cooperation. The
relationship of the RCJ and the CRCNA

started with the friendship of Rev. Takeshi

Matsuo and CRC army officer Dr. Henry Stob.

Rev. Matsuo served as interpreter and
translator for Dr. Stob, who served on the staff
of General MacArthur in 1945-1946. Dr. Stob
helped Rev. Matsuo and his colleagues when
they founded the RCJ. He also was the first to
inform the CRC of the founding of the RCJ.
Dr. Stob later taught at Calvin College and
Calvin Seminary. The withdrawal of CRC
missionaries from China after the Communist
takeover led the CRC to send missionaries to
Japan. In 1950 Rev. Al Smit, the last CRC
missionary to leave China, met with Rev.
Tokiwa and other RCJ pastors in Japan on his
way back to America. As a result of that
meeting the RCJ invited the CRC to send
missionaries to Japan. In 1951Rev.Henry and
Eunice Bruinooge, Rev. Edward and Frances
Van Baak, and Magdalena Koets came to

Japan? all of whom had previously served as

66

missionaries to China. The CRIJM thanks God
for the privilege of serving with the RCJ and
for his blessing on our mission teamwork for
75 years. The RCJ and CRJM adopted a ‘side
by side’ cooperation model. This was not
merely a motto that encouraged us as partners.
It described a cooperation marked by trust,
equality and respect. It described brothers and
sisters united by a common goal and desire to
glorify God by spreading the gospel. We
shared the same Reformed faith and the vision
of growing the church in Japan. Working
together, we were at the same time both
independent and interdependent. RCJ-CRIM
pastor-missionary teams have served side by
side in church planting, radio and media
evangelism, disaster relief, leadership
training, and other supporting ministries. The
CRIM has supported RCJ ministries such as
Kobe Reformed Theological Seminary,
Shizuoka Center for Evangelism of the Blind,
and the Holy Grace Rehabilitation Center.
The mission also has had the privilege of
providing needed financial assistance to many
RCJ congregations. The CRIM would not
have been able to serve with the RCJ as it has

without the support of the Christian Academy

in Japan (CAJ). This school is partly owned



and operated by the CRIM and provides a
quality Christian education to the children of
missionaries. Over 100 CRJM children have
benefitted from the excellent education that
CAl offers. Many CRJM missionaries have
served on the staff and board of CAlJ.

Let us trust in Jesus’ promise, ‘I will build

my church.” We pray that he will call more

young leaders to replace the many RCJ
pastors who are retiring. May God bless the
RCJ with wisdom, strength and vitality. As
CRJM missionaries we hope that God will use
our modest efforts in cooperation with you to
help build his church in Japan. ‘Thy kingdom

come’ Is our prayer.

Jeong Gho

Throughout the 75 years of journeying, the
CRCNA and CRJM have gone through many
changes. These changes have brought many
good opportunities to CRIM. 75 years ago,
CRIM started church planting ministry and
planted 46 churches. From 2000, with the
changes of the mission’s policies, CRIM
began to offer Vision Tours to connect RCJ
churches to the churches in neighboring
countries and invited many pastors to Church
Planter’s Institute to connect RCJ churches to
other churches and mission organizations in
Japan. Soon, many RCJ leaders joined us for
these changes. Along with these ministers,

CRJM began to offer Discovery Bible Study
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Leader’s Training from 2000 and Timonthy
Leadership Training from 2011. These
ministries helped spread CRIM’s leadership
training ministries to all of the six
presbyteries of RCJ churches. Now, many
churches are using these trainings for their
works. Praise the Lord! In 2017, Christian
Reformed World Mission and Christian
Reformed Home Missions merged into one
under the new name, Resonate Global
Mission. Our dream and commitment to our
mission work in Japan will not be diminished,
but will flourish continually. May the Lord be
with us, RCJ and CRCNA, continually for

many more years of mission journey together!
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